THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE OF 1882                    65
5-THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE OF 1882.
(*)
First Treaty of Alliance between Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Italy.    Vienna, May 20, 1882.
Their Majesties the Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia, etc., and Apostolic King of Hungary, the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia, and the King of Italy, animated by the desire to increase the guaranties of the general peace, to fortify the monarchical principle and thereby to assure the unimpaired maintenance of the social and political order in Their respective States, have agreed to conclude a Treaty which, by its essentially conservative and defensive nature, pursues only the aim of forestalling the dangers which might threaten the security of Their States and the peace of Europe.
To this end Their Majesties have appointed, to wit, His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia, etc., and Apostolic King of Hungary,
Count Gustavus Kalnoky, General, His Minister of the Imperial Household and of Foreign Affairs:
His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia,
Prince Henry VII of Reuss, Aide-de-Camp General, His Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty,
His Majesty the King of Italy,
Count Charles Felix Nicolis de Robilant, Lieutenant-General, His Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty,
who, furnished with full powers, which have been found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles:
ARTICLE I.
The High Contracting Parties mutually promise peace and friendship, and will enter into no alliance or engagement directed against any one of their States.